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Pillar 4: Climate change and health  

Why It Matters  

The impacts of climate change are undoing decades of progress in human development.  

Climate change is also a profound health crisis and is worsening health outcomes everywhere.  

Globally, between 2030 and 2050 it is expected to cause an additional 250,000 deaths annually  

from undernutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress alone.41
  

Climate change affects our health in many ways - for example:  

● Shifting patterns in temperature, rainfall, and humidity are intensifying the threat of  

infectious diseases, including vector-borne and water-borne diseases. Over half (58%)  

of known infectious diseases will be aggravated by climate change.42
  

● Extreme weather events, such as floods, droughts and cyclones, are becoming more  

frequent and intense.43 These put lives directly at risk but also threaten clean water  

supplies, food security and nutrition – the basic building blocks of health. Extreme  

weather events also disrupt infrastructure and health service delivery.  

 

40
 Updated country eligibility list - GFF  

41 Climate change and health fact sheet - WHO, 2023  
42 Climate change can worsen 58% of human infectious diseases - World Economic Forum, 2022 43 

Climate change drives disaster risk – UNDRR 
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● Prolonged heatwaves are causing more heat-related deaths and illnesses44, especially  

for those without access to safe housing or clean water.  

● Climate change exacerbates existing health inequalities, with marginalised populations  

bearing the brunt of climate change impacts. People experiencing marginalisation and  

pregnant women, newborns and children are particularly at risk.  

Australia’s Role  

To protect people’s lives, livelihoods and security in Australia and beyond, we urge the  

Australian Government to prioritise investment in both climate mitigation and adaptation.  

On climate mitigation  

Fossil fuel use is the largest driver of climate change, and therefore one of the biggest threats to  

our health. Australia is one of the world's largest fossil fuel exporters, and the world’s second 

largest exporter of fossil fuel CO₂ emissions.45 46 We are also the world’s 10th largest per capita  

emitter of greenhouse gases.47 A rapid and equitable transition from a fossil fuel heavyweight to  

a world-leading clean energy superpower is a win-win for everyone. It will enable Australia to do  

its fair share to mitigate global heating and thus protect people and communities in Australia  

and worldwide. It will also boost renewable energy jobs, support Australian companies to be  

leaders in the global renewable energy revolution, and future-proof our energy export market.  

In September 2025, the Australian Government set a target of reducing emissions to 62-70%  

below 2005 levels by 2035, as part of a pathway to reach net zero by 2050. This is a step in the  

right direction but is not strong enough to reflect the dire impacts of climate change on the  

health and lives of current and future generations - impacts that grow increasingly severe with  

every degree of global warming.  

Analysis by the Climate Council shows that an emissions reduction target of net zero by 2035 is  

the only target available to Australia with a strong chance of contributing to holding global  

warming below 2°C.48
  

A stronger emissions reduction target, of at least 75% below 2005 levels by 2035, is also  

supported by the majority of Australians, along with over 500 businesses and a range of civil  

society groups.49
  

Setting as strong a 2035 target as possible is the best way to secure a safer, healthier future for  

all. Results calls on the Australian Government to commit to reducing emissions to net zero by   

44 The 2025 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change: climate change action offers a  
lifeline – Romanello, M. et al, 2025  
45 Dug up in Australia, burned around the world – Climate Analytics, 2024  
46 Escalation: The destructive force of Australia’s fossil fuel exports on our climate – UNSW, 2025 47 

Australia’s Environment. 2024 report – UNSW, TERN  
48 Stronger target, safer future: why Australia’s 2035 climate target matters – Climate Council - 2025 49 

Everything you need to know about Australia’s 2035 climate target - Climate Council, 2025 
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2035. To meet this target, we encourage the government to invest additional resources in  

ramping up renewable energy production whilst phasing out fossil fuels as quickly as possible in  

both our export and domestic markets, as well as putting an immediate end to approvals for new  

coal, oil, and gas projects, or their extensions.  

On climate adaptation  

Climate finance (funding for climate change adaptation and mitigation efforts in the Global  

South) is essential to enable frontline communities to withstand the impacts of climate change.  

Climate finance is pivotal for strengthening health systems and building community resilience to  

climate-related health shocks. The Australian Government, like the governments of other highly  

industrialised nations who have benefited from the historic use of fossil fuels, has an ethical  

imperative to support the climate adaptation efforts of global neighbours who are significantly  

less resourced to tackle climate change impacts. At COP29 in 2024, the Australian  

Government, along with other Parties to the UNFCCC, agreed to triple the global climate  

finance goal (the New Collective Quantified Goal or NCQG).  

Results calls on the Australian Government to triple its climate finance commitments in line with  

the tripling of the global climate finance goal. This equates to AUD$11 billion over 2025–2030.  

This should be new and additional to the existing aid budget, and should not increase debt  

burdens.  

To reflect the climate adaptation priorities of our Pacific family, Australia’s climate finance  

should support further, ongoing funding for the Pacific Resilience Facility - the first Pacific 

owned and led climate finance vehicle.  

To scale finance, investments should be directed away from activities that harm our health and  

climate and instead invested in climate action. An example of the former is fossil fuel subsidies:  

in 2024–25, Australian governments provided $14.9 billion worth of spending and tax breaks to  

assist fossil fuel producers and major users.50
  

Strengthening climate-health resilience  

Our health and our climate are intrinsically linked: our health depends on a safe climate and a  

functioning ecosystem; our health systems can be made more sustainable and climate friendly;  

and many initiatives have co-benefits for both health and climate. This fundamental  

interdependence creates a pressing imperative to better integrate climate and health policies  

and programs.  

We encourage the Australian Government to champion global efforts to achieve greater 

investment and integration in climate and health goals, including through key platforms such as  

the UNFCCC and WHO. As President of Negotiations for COP31, Australia has unique   

50 Fossil fuel subsidies in Australia 2025 - The Australia Institute 
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opportunities to elevate climate and health action in 2026 and beyond. Australia can also  

promote stronger climate and health integration through its international development program,  

international One Health collaborations, and partnerships with multilateral development and  

health actors. We urge the Australian Government, as part of raising Australia’s ODA to 1% of  

the Federal Budget, to scale up investment in initiatives that support the climate and health 

resilience priorities of our development partners.  

Across these areas of work, we encourage the Australian Government to actively promote  

inclusive and equitable leadership and representation in all climate and health decision-making  

processes and initiatives. First Nations communities, women and gender diverse people, people 

with disabilities, and people living in poverty or experiencing other forms of marginalisation are  

often disproportionately impacted by climate change and excluded from decision-making  

processes - however, they are also primary enablers in strengthening climate and health  

resilience. Thus, upholding inclusion and equality is not only a fundamental human rights 

imperative but also an essential cornerstone for building climate and health resilience.  

Recommendations:  

We call on the Australian Government to:  

● Commit to reducing Australia’s emissions to net zero by 2035, and enable the  

achievement of this target by:  

○ Investing additional resources in ramping up renewable energy production whilst  

phasing out fossil fuels as quickly as possible, in both our export and domestic  

markets  

○ Putting an immediate end to approvals for new coal, oil, and gas projects, or their  

extensions  

● Triple Australia’s climate finance spending in line with the tripling of the global climate  

finance goal. This equates to AUD$11 billion over 2025–2030. It should be new and  

additional to the existing aid budget, and should not increase debt burdens.  

● Champion global efforts to achieve greater investment and integration in climate and  

health goals, including through its role as President of Negotiations for COP31. ● Scale up 

investment in initiatives that support the climate and health resilience priorities  of our 

development partners, as part of raising Australia’s ODA to 1% of the Federal  Budget.  

● Promote inclusive and equitable leadership and representation in all climate and health  

decision-making processes and initiatives. 
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